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LATIN NAME(S)  Flammulina velutipes  (Curt.ex.Fr.) Singer; 
Collybia velutipes  (Curt. ex Fr.) Kummer

ENGLISH NAME(S)  velvet-foot, velvet-stalk, winter mushroom

NOTES  features include smooth, slimy or viscid, yellow-orange to 
brownish cap, stem which is dark brown and velvety at maturity, at 
least in its lower part, absence of veil, clustered growth on dead 
hardwoods, and white spore deposit; fruiting bodies can apparently 
survive freezing and continue to produce spores after thawing; 
cultivated as enokitake which looks different; velutipes often grows 
through winter; found (as differentiated from F. populicola) at least 
BC, WA, OR, (Lorelei Norvell, pers. comm.),  CHEMICAL 
REACTIONS gills and flesh of cap yellowish to green with ferric 
sulphate, (Lennox)

CAP  1-5(7)cm, convex to flat or broadly umbonate, margin at first 
incurved; reddish-brown to yellow-brown, yellow-orange, orange-
brown, or tawny, margin often paler (yellower), fading in dry weather; 
smooth, slimy or viscid when moist, (Arora), 1.7-5cm, convex then 
flat, margin staying inrolled, often wavy and irregular, occasionally 
frayed; brownish yellow to dark warm brown, color may vary 
considerably from collection to collection, "generally bright yellowish 
toward the margin and darker, reddish-brown on the disc, 
intergrading uniformly, spotting or staining dark brown"; viscid and 
shining, dull quickly in drying, bald, cap skin peeling easily from cap, 
translucent-striate half to three-quarters of radius, (Lennox)

FLESH  thin; white or yellowish (Arora), thin to moderately thick, firm, 
almost tough; yellow to dark brown just below the surface, in stem 
with a dark brown outer rind, yellow within, (Lennox)
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GILLS  adnate to adnexed or notched, close; white to pale yellow, 
(Arora), "emarginate to sinuate, edges even and concolorous, sharp 
pointed at the margin, blunt toward the stem, ventricose, broad", 0.9-
0.35cm broad, subdistant to close, up to 40 gills reaching stem; off 
white to yellow, (Lennox)

STEM  2-11cm x 0.3-0.5(1.2)cm, equal or thicker below, slender, 
tough, often curved, sometimes slightly off-center, smooth and pallid 
to yellowish to orange-brown when young, but developing a rusty-
brown to blackish-brown velvety pubescence from the base upward 
as it matures, (Arora), 2.5-10.5cm x 0.2-0.5(1.2)cm, equal and 
confluent at base and somewhat expanded there, round in cross-
section or more often compressed and furrowed, hollow; yellow at 
top, soon a dark yellowish brown and then a dark fulvous brown, 
stem somewhat spotted with a darker brown tone; densely covered 
with short fulvous hairs its entire length, dull, brown rhizomorphs at 
base

VEIL  ring none

ODOR  pleasant (Phillips), none (Lennox)

TASTE  pleasant (Phillips), none (Lennox)

EDIBILITY  yes, but remove sticky skin before cooking, (Arora)

HABITAT  in tufts or clusters on or near stumps, logs, and roots of 
hardwoods (but sometimes appearing terrestrial), (Arora), cespitose 
(tufted) on hardwood, often on stumps, spring or fall, in the cooler 
part of the season, (Lennox)

SPORE DEPOSIT  white (Arora), pale yellow (Lennox)

MICROSCOPIC  spores 6.5-9 x 3-5 microns, elliptic to pip-shaped, 
smooth, inamyloid, cystidia on gills, (Arora), microscopically cap has 
ixotrichoderm of filamentous to branched and thorny ixohyphidia, 
(Redhead(37)), spores frequently in two sizes, 6.5-7.

NAME ORIGIN  means 'velvet-footed'

SIMILAR  like populicola and rossica which have hymeniform to 
somewhat hymeniform suprapellis (composed of broadly clavate, ten-
pin-shaped, to sphaeropedunculate hyphal tips with scattered 
pileocystidia), populicola is more often found in clusters or solitary on 
ground (somewhat rooting) at the base of trees, and rossica more 
frequently exhibits a very pale cap and has elongate spores; another 
Flammulina with elongate spores (8-11.5 x 3-4 microns) but 
otherwise similar to Flammulina velutipes is Flammulina elastica 
which is known with certainty only from Europe but morphologically 
similar collections have been seen from North America also, 
(Redhead(37)); like Galerina autumnalis (somewhat) but it has brown 
spores and ring

SOURCES  Lennox, Arora*, Phillips*, Lincoff(2)*, Lincoff(1)*, 
Ammirati*, Kibby*, Courtecuisse*, Bessette(2)*, Barron*, 
Redhead(37)

FAMILY  Marasmiaceae of Order Agaricales


